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Shirley Jaffe Dominos 2, 1962 oil on canvas 76.77 x 44.49 inches (195 x 113 cm) 

  

Tibor de Nagy is pleased to announce Shirley Jaffe, The 1950s and 1960s, 

Works on Paper and a Painting. This exhibition presents a rarely exhibited body 

of work that is early and foundational in her long career as an innovative abstract 

painter.  

  

Shirley Jaffe, born in New Jersey in 1923, grew up in Brooklyn and studied at 

Cooper Union. In 1949, as a young artist, she traveled to Paris where she then 

permanently settled until her death in 2016. She was part of a coterie of artists 

who were "Americans in Paris" after the war. This group included Sam Francis, Al 

Held, Janice Biala, Norman Bluhm, Jean-Paul Riopelle, Joan Mitchell, and Kimber 



Smith. In the early 1960s Jaffe spent time in Berlin on a Ford Foundation Grant, 

this period was crucial in developing her painting style, the works in the 

exhibition reflect the level of sophistication she gained during this time. From the 

early 1960s onwards Jaffe exhibited extensively in Paris and elsewhere in 

Europe. In 1989 she had her first exhibition in New York at Artists Space and in 

the decades that followed her reputation in her home country has grown 

considerably. Tibor de Nagy Gallery has exhibited the work of Shirley Jaffe since 

2002. 

  

In April 2022 a Shirley Jaffe retrospective opened at the Centre Pompidou, Paris, 

curated by Frédéric Paul. This exhibition will travel to the Basel Art Museum and 

the Musée Matisse in 2023. 

  

Jaffe’s work is included in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art, New 

York, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the Musée de la Ville de Paris and 

the Musée National d’Art Moderne, Centre Pompidou, Paris and the Basel Art 

Museum among many others.  

 

 
 
                             Shirley Jaffe Untitled, ca 1958 watercolor on paper 12.2 x 10.24 inches (31 x 26 cm) 

  

  

The exhibition will continue until January 21, 2023. 

  

  

Inquiries to info@tibordenagy.com  

 


